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1. Ellen, a citizen of California, was seriously injured in an automobile accident while driving in California.  She was injured due to the negligence of Sara, a citizen of Arizona, who ran a red light at an intersection.  Ellen is seeking 1.5 million in damages.
a.    Where may Ellen bring her suit?
Ellen may bring her suit to California since the accident took place in California. The suit is best litigated by the jurisdiction of the occurrence. The law of California allows plaintiffs to bring legal suits that occur within the jurisdiction of the state. The citizenship of the plaintiff or defendant notwithstanding, when an incident happens within the border of California, the state reserves the right to handle matters (Grodin, Shanske, & Salerno, 2016).
b. Discuss the process Ellen would have to follow in order to fully litigate her claim.  
Anyone involved in a motor vehicle accident in California has the right to bring litigation before the state justice system. The case will need to be brought within two years. The state will determine that the accused driver is at fault. Ellen will need to determine the fault that Sara committed.
If Sara is found to be at fault, she will be responsible for paying the losses that Ellen underwent. This compensation will cover past and future losses on medical bills and wages. Experts will be brought in to testify on the medical and economic damages that Ellen deserves to be compensated. The settlement of the case will depend on the clarity of the proof surrounding the accident. If approved, the arbitrators or court of law will award Ellen her compensation claims as they see fit. The case may be decided by an arbitrator or if no agreement is reached, a court of law. The state of California requires that both Sara and Ellen participate in more than one settlement negotiations before the matter is escalated to trial.  Statements of eyewitnesses, police reports and physical evidence may be used to determine whether Sara was at fault and is therefore liable.
c. If Sara is granted summary judgment at the trial court level, what may Ellen do next?  Explain her options.
A plaintiff does not have the right to appeal a summary judgement to any California appellate court. The judge might find that both Sara and Ellen are in agreement in the facts of the law or that there are no facts in dispute. Ellen may file an option to reconsider that will enable the court to enter a judgement before an appeal is considered. If the court grants the motion to reconsider, it can enter a judgement that can then be appealed in the appellate courts (Young, 2016).
2. Alexandra, a young entrepreneur, received an e-mail from her close college friend, Nicholas, that a relative had died and Nicholas had inherited some money.  Nicholas wanted to contribute $50,000 in financing to help Alexandra launch her business.  Because Nicholas had always come through for her in the past, she proceeded that day to acquire a lease on office space and purchased desperately needed equipment.  She also hired an assistant.  All total, she spent $40,000, keeping $10,000 in reserve.  She then sent Nicholas an e-mail thanking him for his gracious offer and expressing how much she needed the money.  She detailed all of her expenditures and expressed that she could have never progressed so quickly without his help.  However, the money never arrived because Nicholas sent her the e-mail as revenge for taking his idea for a business.  There never was $50,000.  

a. Was there a contract?
There is no contract between Alexandra and Nicholas according to business law. Alexandra had invested her money in a business venture that was her own. She did not sign a contract with Nicholas before she kicked off the process of acquiring the new business. The email that she received from Nicholas was not legally binding and Nicholas had no legal obligation to stick to his promise on the email. The law governing the consideration of emails as contracts is still very unclear in many jurisdictions. There should be much care taken when engaging through emails.
Alexandra cannot purse legal redress based on fraud charges because Nicholas was not obligated to pay her anything because he had just expressed interest based on their friendship. There is no series of emails that can define the acceptance of a contract. Nicholas is more of a donor than a contracted business fellow or investor. Nicholas floats what appears to be an unbinding proposal that cannot be upheld as a contract.  It is therefore hard to hold him responsible for failing to meet his promise of donating to Alexandra. 
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